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WHEN we remember either the general appearance or the way in which a cabbage or a turnip appears to
exist, it does not seem possible to call them active. It is difficult to imagine anything less lively than an
ordinary vegetable. They seem to us the very model of dullness, stupidity, and slowness; they cannot move
even from one field to the next; they are "fast rooted in the soil"; "they languidly adjust their vapid vegetable
loves" like Tennyson’s Oak. In fact one usually speaks of vegetating when anybody is living a particularly
dull, unexciting kind of life in one particular place. And it even seems as if the books, which are supposed to
give us the best information about the study of plants, and which are not very attractive little books, quite
agree with the ordinary views of the subject. For one finds in them that plants differ from animals in being
"incapable of motion." This, of course, just means that an animal, or rather most animals, can walk, swim, or
fly about, whilst plants have roots and do not move from one spot to another. But it is not true to say that
plants cannot move, for most plants grow, which means that they move, and in some few cases, we find that
plants behave very much in the same way as animals do when they are touched or excited in any way. We
shall have to speak about tendrils, roots, and insect-catching plants later on. But it is perhaps the Sensitive
Plant which shows most distinctly that it can shrink back or shrink together when it is bruised or roughly
handled. It will be described in its place, but just to show that this plant can move of its own accord, it is only
necessary to hold a lighted or burning match about an inch or so below the end of a long leaf. If one does this
then all the little leaflets begin to fold up, and finally the main stalk droops; soon afterwards other leaves
higher up the stalk begin to be affected in the same way, and fall limply down one after the other. It is
supposed that this movement frightens a grazing animal, who will imagine there is something uncanny about
the plant and leave it alone. There are many respects in which this reaction of the Sensitive Plant resembles
that found in animals. It does not take place if the plant is chloroformed or treated with ether; the leaves also
get "fatigued" if too often handled, and refuse to rise up again. There are, however, only a very few plants in
which an immediate, visible answer to a stimulus can be detected. But all plants are at work; they have
periods of rest which correspond to our sleep, but during their ordinary working hours they never slacken off,
but continue vigorously active.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Edwin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Romance of Plant
Life: Interesting Descriptions of the Strange and Curious in the Plant World is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Henrietta Roderick:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Romance of
Plant Life: Interesting Descriptions of the Strange and Curious in the Plant World suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The Romance of Plant Life:
Interesting Descriptions of the Strange and Curious in the Plant Worldis one of several books which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Oliver Crites:

The book untitled The Romance of Plant Life: Interesting Descriptions of the Strange and Curious in the
Plant World contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language
is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Melissa Jackson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Romance of Plant Life: Interesting
Descriptions of the Strange and Curious in the Plant World was vibrant and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book The Romance of Plant Life: Interesting Descriptions of the Strange and Curious in the
Plant World has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and



try to like reading which.
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