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In 1937 the Court Page of the London Times began publishing a series of articles featuring a charming,
upper-middle class English housewife named Mrs Miniver. The articles depicted an idyllically happy family
with three children, a house in London, and a country cottage called Starlings.

Two years later, Mrs Miniver was published in book form. While some critics derided the book as
sentimental, many readers embraced it as a symbol of an increasingly endangered English way of life, and it
went on to become the #1 bestseller in America. The Hollywood film, released in 1942 with Greer Garson in
the title role, won five Oscars, including Best Picture, and did so much to promote the American war effort
in Europe that even Josef Goebbels recognized it as an exemplary piece of propaganda.

But who was the real Mrs Miniver? The articles were produced by Joyce Maxtone Graham, who wrote under
the name Jan Struther and seemed to resemble her heroine: She was upper-middle class, and lived in a
gracious, comfortable home with her husband and three children. After the war broke out, she served as an
unofficial ambassador from Great Britain to the U.S.

In truth, however, Jan Struther was not at all like the conventional Mrs Miniver. It wasn't merely that she
didn't like tea--to the amazement of everyone in America--but her real life was neither simple nor saintly.
Her marriage was ending, and she was secretly in love with a Jewish refugee from Nazi Austria.

Written by Jan Struther's granddaughter Ysenda Maxtone Graham, The Real Mrs Miniver is a complex and
fascinating biography. While the Hollywood version remains a powerful and inspirational movie, this book
offers brilliant insights into the true impact of war upon real people's lives.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hill:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Real Mrs Miniver: A Biography
to read.

Esther Tackett:

The publication untitled The Real Mrs Miniver: A Biography is the book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of The Real Mrs Miniver: A Biography from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Edna Dixon:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Real Mrs Miniver: A Biography,
you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

John Sherman:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Real Mrs Miniver: A Biography is simple
bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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