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Explores the work of Guo Xiang, a Neo-Taoist thinker who developed a radical philosophy of freedom and
spontaneity.

The Penumbra Unbound is the first English language book-length study of the Neo-Taoist thinker Guo Xiang
(d. 312 C.E.), commentator on the classic Taoist text, the Zhuangzi. The author explores Guo’s philosophy
of freedom and spontaneity, explains its coherence and importance, and shows its influence on later Chinese
philosophy, particularly Chan Buddhism. The implications of his thought on freedom versus determinism are
also considered in comparison to several positions advanced in the history of Western philosophy, notably
those of Spinoza, Kant, Schopenhauer, Fichte, and Hegel. Guo’s thought reinterprets the classical
pronouncements about the Tao so that it in no way signifies any kind of metaphysical absolute underlying
appearances, but rather means literally “nothing.” This absence of anything beyond appearances is the first
premise in Guo’s development of a theory of radical freedom, one in which all phenomenal things are “self-
so,” creating and transforming themselves without depending on any justification beyond their own
temporary being.

Brook Ziporyn is Assistant Professor of Religion and Philosophy at Northwestern University.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Penumbra Unbound: The Neo-Taoist Philosophy of Guo
Xiang (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture). Try to make the book The Penumbra Unbound:
The Neo-Taoist Philosophy of Guo Xiang (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) as your good
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with
this book.

Bonnie Fernandez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Penumbra
Unbound: The Neo-Taoist Philosophy of Guo Xiang (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kristen Zamora:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book The Penumbra Unbound: The Neo-Taoist Philosophy of Guo Xiang (SUNY
series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Effie Morris:

This The Penumbra Unbound: The Neo-Taoist Philosophy of Guo Xiang (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this The Penumbra Unbound: The Neo-Taoist Philosophy of Guo



Xiang (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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