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A powerful first novel about a family that slips from fortune's favor and a town broken by the forces
of modernity

Across a bend of Ontario's Attawan River lies the Island, a working-class neighborhood of whitewashed
houses and vine-freighted fences, black willows and decaying sheds. Here, for generations, the Walkers have
lived among the other mill workers.

The family's troubles begin in the summer of 1965, when a union organizer comes to town and Alf Walker is
forced to choose between loyalty to his friends at the mill and advancement up the company ranks. Alf's
worries are aggravated by his wife, Margaret, who has never reconciled her middle-class English upbringing
to her blue-collar reality. As the summer passes, Joe, their son, is also forced to reckon with his family's
standing when he falls headlong for a beautiful newcomer on a bridge—a girl far beyond him, with greater
experience and broader horizons. As the threat of mill closures looms, the Walkers grapple with their
personal crises, just as the rest of the town fights to protect its way of life amid the risks of unionization and
the harsh demands of corporate power.

Superbly crafted and deeply moving, this remarkable debut follows the Walkers to the very bottom of their
night only to confirm, in the end, life's ultimate hopefulness. The Island Walkers is at once a love letter to a
place, a gripping family saga, and a testimony to the emergence of an important new novelist.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Barnes:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Island Walkers: A Novel.

Daniel McDonald:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The
Island Walkers: A Novel? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Leroy Ange:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Island
Walkers: A Novel suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular
book untitled The Island Walkers: A Novelis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Beverly Thomas:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The The Island Walkers: A Novel offer you a new experience in reading through a
book.
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