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In this revealing social history, Daniel Thomas Cook explores the roots of children’s consumer culture—and
the commodification of childhood itself—by looking at the rise, growth, and segmentation of the children’s
clothing industry. Cook describes how in the early twentieth century merchants, manufacturers, and
advertisers of children’s clothing began to aim commercial messages at the child rather than the mother.
Cook situates this fundamental shift in perspective within the broader transformation of the child into a
legitimate, individualized, self-contained consumer.

The Commodification of Childhood begins with the publication of the children’s wear industry’s first trade
journal, The Infants’ Department, in 1917 and extends into the early 1960s, by which time the changes Cook
chronicles were largely complete. Analyzing trade journals and other documentary sources, Cook shows how
the industry created a market by developing and promulgating new understandings of the “nature,” needs,
and motivations of the child consumer. He discusses various ways that discursive constructions of the
consuming child were made material: in the creation of separate children’s clothing departments, in their
segmentation and layout by age and gender gradations (such as infant, toddler, boys, girls, tweens, and
teens), in merchants’ treatment of children as individuals on the retail floor, and in displays designed to
appeal directly to children. Ultimately, The Commodification of Childhood provides a compelling argument
that any consideration of “the child” must necessarily take into account how childhood came to be
understood through, and structured by, a market idiom.
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Fiala:

Here thing why this specific The Commodification of Childhood: The Children's Clothing Industry and the
Rise of the Child Consumer are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Commodification of Childhood: The Children's Clothing Industry and the Rise of the Child Consumer giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with The Commodification of Childhood: The Children's Clothing Industry and the Rise of the Child
Consumer. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of The Commodification of Childhood: The Children's Clothing Industry
and the Rise of the Child Consumer in e-book can be your option.

Lawrence Seay:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Commodification of
Childhood: The Children's Clothing Industry and the Rise of the Child Consumer book because book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you may already know.

Jennifer Wetzel:

The reason? Because this The Commodification of Childhood: The Children's Clothing Industry and the Rise
of the Child Consumer is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Donna Valdez:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to



around the world. By the book The Commodification of Childhood: The Children's Clothing Industry and the
Rise of the Child Consumer we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative
person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life with this book The Commodification of Childhood: The Children's Clothing
Industry and the Rise of the Child Consumer. You can more appealing than now.
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