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Gothic, mysterious, theatrical, fatally flawed, and dazzling, the life of Edgar Allan Poe, one of America’s
greatest and most versatile writers, is the ideal subject for Peter Ackroyd. Poe wrote lyrical poetry and
macabre psychological melodramas; invented the first fictional detective; and produced pioneering works of
science fiction and fantasy. His innovative style, images, and themes had a tremendous impact on European
romanticism, symbolism, and surrealism, and continue to influence writers today.
In this essential addition to his canon of acclaimed biographies, Peter Ackroyd explores Poe’s literary
accomplishments and legacy against the background of his erratic, dramatic, and sometimes sordid life.
Ackroyd chronicles Poe’s difficult childhood, his bumpy academic and military careers, and his complex
relationships with women, including his marriage to his thirteen-year-old cousin. He describes Poe’s much-
written-about problems with gambling and alcohol with sympathy and insight, showing their connections to
Poe’s childhood and the trials, as well as the triumphs, of his adult life. Ackroyd’s thoughtful, perceptive
examinations of some of Poe’s most famous works shed new light on these classics and on the troubled and
brilliant genius who created them.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief
Lives) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that.

Margaret Honig:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) can make you really feel more interested to
read.

Sally McGarvey:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Poe: A Life Cut Short
(Ackroyd's Brief Lives). You can more appealing than now.

Annie Fowler:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this modern era
like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Poe: A Life Cut Short (Ackroyd's Brief Lives) when you needed it?
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