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In Thomas Jefferson's time, white Americans were bedeviled by a moral dilemma unyielding to reason and
sentiment: what to do about the presence of black slaves and free Indians. That Jefferson himself was caught
between his own soaring rhetoric and private behavior toward blacks has long been known. But the tortured
duality of his attitude toward Indians is only now being unearthed.

In this landmark history, Anthony Wallace takes us on a tour of discovery to unexplored regions of
Jefferson's mind. There, the bookish Enlightenment scholar--collector of Indian vocabularies, excavator of
ancient burial mounds, chronicler of the eloquence of America's native peoples, and mourner of their tragic
fate--sits uncomfortably close to Jefferson the imperialist and architect of Indian removal. Impelled by the
necessity of expanding his agrarian republic, he became adept at putting a philosophical gloss on his policy
of encroachment, threats of war, and forced land cessions--a policy that led, eventually, to cultural genocide.

In this compelling narrative, we see how Jefferson's close relationships with frontier fighters and Indian
agents, land speculators and intrepid explorers, European travelers, missionary scholars, and the chiefs of
many Indian nations all complicated his views of the rights and claims of the first Americans. Lavishly
illustrated with scenes and portraits from the period, Jefferson and the Indians adds a troubled dimension to
one of the most enigmatic figures of American history, and to one of its most shameful legacies.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

The book Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Jefferson and the
Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Reva Morison:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Jefferson and the Indians:
The Tragic Fate of the First Americans is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Daniel Scholz:

Typically the book Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic Fate of the First Americans has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Gladys Jackson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Jefferson and the Indians: The
Tragic Fate of the First Americans that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Jefferson and the Indians: The Tragic
Fate of the First Americans become your starter.
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