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Powerful cross-currents of both decline and resurgence have been affecting American political parties over
the past several decades. Is the era of decline that began in the late 1960s over and are the parties in a new
era of rebuilding? In what direction are the parties headed and what does it mean for a healthy and well-
functioning democracy?

American Political Parties brings together a distinguished team of contributors to explore these questions.
Students are exposed to original, "state-of-the-art" research on the parties that is written to be accessible and
engaging.

Presenting both historical and contemporary material on the changing U.S. parties, the book offers a
balanced portrait and a wide variety of views concerning the continuing weaknesses of the parties and their
concurrent signs of revitalization. Essays examine three important elements of parties—the parties in the
mass public, the parties as electoral and political organizations, and the parties as governing groups. Two
themes recur throughout—the first deals with party change (specifically realignment and dealignment) and
the second with party responsibility in a democratic government. The concluding chapter places the
contibutors' various findings and viewpoints in perspective. It offers several theories to help explain why the
parties seem to be following their dual paths of development and considers the implications of this state of
affairs for the future of American democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Fazio:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a e-book.
The book American Political Parties: Decline or Resurgence? it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Patricia Steele:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This American Political Parties:
Decline or Resurgence? is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Harriette Corwin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like American Political Parties:
Decline or Resurgence? which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Maria Swensen:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this American Political Parties: Decline or
Resurgence? can make you sense more interested to read.
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