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To be taken seriously, therapies that claim to “cure” homosexuality wrap themselves in lab coats. Even
though the fit is bad, and such therapies and their theorists now inhabit the scientific fringe, the science of
sexuality has made some adjustments, too, Tom Waidzunas tells us in this provocative work.

Intervening in the politics of sexuality and science, The Straight Line argues that scientific definitions of
sexual orientation do not merely reflect the results of investigations into human nature, but rather emerge
through a process of social negotiation between opposing groups. The demedicalization of homosexuality
and the discrediting of reparative therapies, ex-gay ministries, and reorientation research have, Waidzunas
contends, required scientists to enforce key boundaries around scientific expertise and research methods.
Drawing on extensive participant observation at conferences for ex-gays, reorientation therapists,
mainstream psychologists, and survivors of ex-gay therapy, as well as interviews with experts and activists,
The Straight Line traces reorientation debates in the United States from the 1950s to the present, following
homosexuality therapies from the mainstream to the margins. As the ex-gay movement has become
increasingly transnational in recent years, Waidzunas turns to Uganda, where ideas about the scientific
nature of homosexuality influenced the passage of the Anti-Homosexuality Act of 2014.

While most studies treat the ex-gay movement as a religious phenomenon, this book looks at how the
movement, in its attempts to establish legitimacy, has engaged with scientific institutions, shaping virulent
anti-gay public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Ethelyn Allen:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay
Therapy Reoriented Sexuality. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important any book The Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay Therapy
Reoriented Sexuality. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

George Hale:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay Therapy
Reoriented Sexuality book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay
Therapy Reoriented Sexuality content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay Therapy Reoriented Sexuality is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Paula Shepard:

This The Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay Therapy Reoriented Sexuality are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Straight
Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay Therapy Reoriented Sexuality can be on the list of great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay Therapy Reoriented Sexuality forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Hibner:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.



It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a reserve. The book The Straight Line: How the Fringe Science of Ex-Gay Therapy Reoriented Sexuality it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.
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