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On heresy and orthodoxy. The original meaning of the word heresy is choice. “It was long used,” writes Dr.
Waddington, “by the philosophers to designate the preference and selection of some speculative opinion, and
in process of time was applied without any sense of reproach to every sect.” The most fruitful source of
speculative opinion is, and has ever been, religion; from the schools of philosophy to those of theology the
term heresy passed by a very intelligible and simple process. The word is thrice used in the Acts to denote
sect (Acts v. 17, xv. 5, and xxiv. 5), and Paul himself when on his defence before Felix and in answer to
Tertullus confesses that “after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers.” In
process of time heresy came to have a bad meaning attached to it. It is easy to see why this should be so. We
naturally prefer our own opinions to those of other people. We naturally prefer the society of those who hold
our own opinions to the society of those who do not. Life is short, and we do not want to be always
disputing. Life to most of us is hard, and it would be harder still if after a day’s toil Paterfamilias had to
discuss the three births of Christ, or His twofold nature, the Æons of the Gnostics, the Judaism of the
Ebionites, the ancient Persian dualism which formed the fundamental idea of the system of Manes, or the
windy frenzy of Montanus, with an illogical wife, a friend gifted with a fatal flow of words, or a pert and
shallow child. We like those with whom we constantly associate. They are wise men and sound Christians.
They are those who fast and pay tithes, and are eminently proper and respectable. As to the heretics—the
publicans and sinners, away with them. Let their portion be shame in this life, perdition in the next. Thus it is
heretics have got a bad name. Church history has been written by their enemies, by men who have honestly
believed that a man of a different heresy to their own would rob an orphan, and break all the commandments.
The Rev. Mr. Thwackem “doubted not but all the infidels and heretics in the world would, if they could,
confine honour to their own absurd errors and damnable deceptions.” The phrase “absurd errors and
damnable deceptions,” is one a real theologian might envy, or at any rate appropriate. In another sense also
that hero of fiction is a type of the spirit in which orthodox people often (thankfully we record the existence
of a better spirit in our day) have written on theology. “When I mean religion,” cries Thwackem, “I mean the
Christian religion, and not only the Christian religion, but the Protestant religion, and not only the Protestant
religion, but the Church of England.” Still the question occurs, What is heresy? It is not difficult to say what
it is not. The African Bishops on one occasion, in council in Carthage, decided that heretics were not at all
any part of the Church of Christ, but this opinion was modified by a later council. “Heretics,” writes
Epiphanius, “are divided into two kinds: those who receive the Christian religion, but err in parts, who when
they come over to the Church are anointed with oil; and those who do not receive it at all and are
unbelievers, such as Jews and Greeks, and these we baptize
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From reader reviews:

Lizzie Chandler:

This The Religious Experience of the Roman People book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular The Religious Experience of the Roman People without we understand teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Religious Experience
of the Roman People can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Religious Experience of the
Roman People having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Marvis Byrnes:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Religious Experience of the Roman People suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled The Religious Experience of the Roman Peopleis the main of several books
that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Carey Gilliam:

The book untitled The Religious Experience of the Roman People is the publication that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Religious Experience of the Roman
People from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Glenda Rogers:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book The Religious Experience of the Roman People we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Religious
Experience of the Roman People. You can more pleasing than now.
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