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This classic work by William Paley was one of the most popular books in England and America in the early
nineteenth century. Its significance lies in the fact that it marks an important point at which eighteenth
century "whiggism" began to be transformed into nineteenth century "liberalism."

First published in 1785, Paley's Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy was originally based on his
Cambridge lectures of 1766-1776. It was designed for instructional purposes and was almost immediately
adopted as a required text for all undergraduates at Cambridge.

The great popularity of Paley's Principles is perhaps due in part to the author's remarkable gift for clear
exposition. Even today, this work is very readable and easily comprehended. But the popularity of the book
also reflected the fact that Paley expressed some of the leading scientific, theological, and ethical ideas of his
time and place. In this respect, Paley's great classic provides valuable insight into the Anglo-American mind
of the early nineteenth century and helps us better understand the thinking processes and evolving concepts
of liberty and virtue that were displacing the old "whiggism" of the preceding century.

As editor D. L. Le Mahieu states, "To Paley, the undeniable demands of self interest coincided rather than
conflicted with the needs of society." Paley believed that "it was the utility of any moral rule alone which
determined obligation." In his political theory, Paley rejected social contract theory and substituted instead a
natural history of civil society. His opposition to electoral reform, and, later, the French Revolution, "became
part of a larger ideological discourse that helped the British elites withstand the revolutionary currents of the
1790s."

D. L. Le Mahieu is Hotchkiss Presidential Professor at Lake Forest College in Illinois. He is also the author
of The Mind of William Paley: A Philosopher and His Age (1976) and  A Culture for Democracy  (1988).
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy book is readable through
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated
with The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it.
So , do you nevertheless thinking The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Sonia Cancel:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Principles of
Moral and Political Philosophy suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this
era. The book untitled The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophyis the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Joann Nixon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Principles of
Moral and Political Philosophy that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you may pick The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy become your personal
starter.

Jaime Friend:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy was filled concerning science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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