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In thisfirst full-scale ethnographic study of Y emeni tribal poetry, Steven Caton reveals an astonishingly rich
folkloric system where poetry is both a creation of art and a political and social act. Almost always spoken or
chanted, Yemeni tribal poetry is cast in an idiom considered colloquial and "ungrammatical,” yet admired for
itswit and spontaneity. In Y emeni society, the poet has power over people. By eloquence the poet can stir or,
if his poetic talents are truly outstanding, motivate an audience to do his bidding. Y emeni tribesmen think, in
fact, that poetry's transformative effect is too essential not to use for pressing public issues.

Drawing on histhree years of field research in North Y emen, Caton illustrates the significance of poetry in

Y emeni society by analyzing three verse genres and their use in weddings, war mediations, and political
discourse on the state. Moreover, Caton provides the first anthropology of poetics. Challenging Western
cultural assumptions that political poetry can rarely rise above doggerel, Caton develops a model of poetry as
cultural practice. To compose a poem is to construct oneself as a peacemaker, as awarrior, asaMuslim.
Thus the poet engages in constitutive social practice.

Because of its highly interdisciplinary approach, this book will interest awide range of readersincluding

anthropologists, linguists, folklorists, literary critics, and scholars of Middle Eastern society, language, and
culture.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Porter:

This"Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as Cultural Practice in a North Yemeni Tribe book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a
person read alot of information you will get. This"Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as Cultural Practice
in aNorth Yemeni Tribe without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry "Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as Cultural Practicein a North
Y emeni Tribe can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This " Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry
as Cultural Practice in aNorth Y emeni Tribe having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Alex Santana:

Here thing why this kind of "Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as Cultural Practice in a North Y emeni
Tribe are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading abook is good but it really dependsin the
content of it which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. "Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as
Cultural Practice in aNorth Yemeni Tribe giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any book out there but thereis no e-book that similar with "Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as
Cultural Practicein aNorth Yemeni Tribe. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can actually
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficultiesin
bringing the printed book maybe the form of "Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as Cultural Practicein a
North Y emeni Tribe in e-book can be your substitute.

Susan Crowell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title "Peaks of Yemen |
Summon": Poetry as Cultural Practice in a North Y emeni Tribe suitable to you? Often the book was written
by popular writer in thisera. Typically the book untitled "Peaks of Y emen | Summon": Poetry as Cultural
Practice in a North Yemeni Tribeis the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore al of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Donna Solano:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or



their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read some
sort of book. Itisreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day
to reading areserve. The book "Peaks of Yemen | Summon": Poetry as Cultural Practicein a North Y emeni
Tribeit is extremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the
e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this
book provides high quality.
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