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An innovative cultural history of the evolution of modern marriage practices in Bengal, Marriage and
Modernity challenges the assumption that arranged marriage is an antiquated practice. Rochona Majumdar
demonstrates that in the late colonial period Bengali marriage practices underwent changes that led to a
valorization of the larger, intergenerational family as a revered, “ancient” social institution, with arranged
marriage as the apotheosis of an “Indian” tradition. She meticulously documents the ways that these newly
embraced “traditions”—the extended family and arranged marriage—entered into competition and
conversation with other emerging forms of kinship such as the modern unit of the couple, with both models
participating promiscuously in the new “marketplace” for marriages, where matrimonial advertisements in
the print media and the payment of dowry played central roles. Majumdar argues that together the kinship
structures newly asserted as distinctively Indian and the emergence of the marriage market constituted what
was and still is modern about marriages in India.

Majumdar examines three broad developments related to the modernity of arranged marriage: the growth of
a marriage market, concomitant debates about consumption and vulgarity in the conduct of weddings, and
the legal regulation of family property and marriages. Drawing on matrimonial advertisements, wedding
invitations, poems, photographs, legal debates, and a vast periodical literature, she shows that the
modernization of families does not necessarily imply a transition from extended kinship to nuclear family
structures, or from matrimonial agreements negotiated between families to marriage contracts between
individuals. Colonial Bengal tells a very different story.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

The book Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal (e-Duke
books scholarly collection.)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Marriage and
Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Anna Harlow:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Marriage and
Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Marriage and
Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.)is the one of several
books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Theodore Rios:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Marriage and Modernity:
Family Values in Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in
Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) become your own starter.

Clair Lemanski:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in



Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in
Colonial Bengal (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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