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Nonwhite and white, rich and poor, born to an unwed mother or weathering divorce, over half of all children
in the current generation will live in a single-parent family--and these children simply will not fare as well as
their peers who live with both parents. This is the clear and urgent message of this powerful book. Based on
four national surveys and drawing on more than a decade of research, Growing Up with a Single Parent
sharply demonstrates the connection between family structure and a child's prospects for success.

What are the chances that the child of a single parent will graduate from high school, go on to college, find
and keep a job? Will she become a teenage mother? Will he be out of school and out of work? These are the
questions the authors pursue across the spectrum of race, gender, and class. Children whose parents live
apart, the authors find, are twice as likely to drop out of high school as those in two-parent families, one and
a half times as likely to be idle in young adulthood, twice as likely to become single parents themselves. This
study shows how divorce--particularly an attendant drop in income, parental involvement, and access to
community resources--diminishes children's chances for well-being.

The authors provide answers to other practical questions that many single parents may ask: Does the gender
of the child or the custodial parent affect these outcomes? Does having a stepparent, a grandmother, or a
nonmarital partner in the household help or hurt? Do children who stay in the same community after divorce
fare better? Their data reveal that some of the advantages often associated with being white are really a
function of family structure, and that some of the advantages associated with having educated parents
evaporate when those parents separate.

In a concluding chapter, McLanahan and Sandefur offer clear recommendations for rethinking our current
policies. Single parents are here to stay, and their worsening situation is tearing at the fabric of our society. It
is imperative, the authors show, that we shift more of the costs of raising children from mothers to fathers
and from parents to society at large. Likewise, we must develop universal assistance programs that benefit
low-income two-parent families as well as single mothers. Startling in its findings and trenchant in its
analysis, Growing Up with a Single Parent will serve to inform both the personal decisions and
governmental policies that affect our children's--and our nation's--future.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Growing Up With a Single
Parent: What Hurts, What Helps will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Frances Hairston:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled Growing Up With a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps can
be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Chad Steinberger:

The reason why? Because this Growing Up With a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Donald Vermillion:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Growing Up With a Single Parent: What Hurts, What Helps will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.
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