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Judith Butler follows Edward Said’s late suggestion that through a consideration of Palestinian dispossession
in relation to Jewish diasporic traditions a new ethos can be forged for a one-state solution. Butler engages
Jewish philosophical positions to articulate a critique of political Zionism and its practices of illegitimate
state violence, nationalism, and state-sponsored racism. At the same time, she moves beyond communitarian
frameworks, including Jewish ones, that fail to arrive at a radical democratic notion of political cohabitation.
Butler engages thinkers such as Edward Said, Emmanuel Levinas, Hannah Arendt, Primo Levi, Martin
Buber, Walter Benjamin, and Mahmoud Darwish as she articulates a new political ethic. In her view, it is as
important to dispute Israel’s claim to represent the Jewish people as it is to show that a narrowly Jewish
framework cannot suffice as a basis for an ultimate critique of Zionism. She promotes an ethical position in
which the obligations of cohabitation do not derive from cultural sameness but from the unchosen character
of social plurality. Recovering the arguments of Jewish thinkers who offered criticisms of Zionism or whose
work could be used for such a purpose, Butler disputes the specific charge of anti-Semitic self-hatred often
leveled against Jewish critiques of Israel. Her political ethic relies on a vision of cohabitation that thinks
anew about binationalism and exposes the limits of a communitarian framework to overcome the colonial
legacy of Zionism. Her own engagements with Edward Said and Mahmoud Darwish form an important point
of departure and conclusion for her engagement with some key forms of thought derived in part from Jewish
resources, but always in relation to the non-Jew.

Butler considers the rights of the dispossessed, the necessity of plural cohabitation, and the dangers of
arbitrary state violence, showing how they can be extended to a critique of Zionism, even when that is not
their explicit aim. She revisits and affirms Edward Said’s late proposals for a one-state solution within the
ethos of binationalism. Butler’s startling suggestion: Jewish ethics not only demand a critique of Zionism,
but must transcend its exclusive Jewishness in order to realize the ethical and political ideals of living
together in radical democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Cleveland Wheeler:

Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Parting Ways: Jewishness and
the Critique of Zionism nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Robert Maselli:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of
Zionism which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Eugene Hughes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism.

Steven Miller:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Parting Ways: Jewishness and the
Critique of Zionism to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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