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Working to reconcile the Christian dictum to "love one's neighbor as oneself" with evidence of U.S.
sociopolitical aggression, including slavery, corporal punishment of children, and Indian removal, Elizabeth
Barnes focuses her attention on aggressors--rather than the weak or abused--to suggest ways of
understanding paradoxical relationships between empathy, violence, and religion that took hold so strongly
in nineteenth-century American culture.

Looking at works by Herman Melville, Frederick Douglass, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Louisa May Alcott,
among others, Barnes shows how violence and sensibility work together to produce a more "sensitive"
citizenry. Aggression becomes a site of redemptive possibility because salvation is gained when the powerful
protagonist identifies with the person he harms. Barnes argues that this identification and emotional
transformation come at a high price, however, as the reparative ends are bought with another's blood.

Critics of nineteenth-century literature have tended to think about sentimentality and violence as opposing
strategies in the work of nation-building and in the formation of U.S. national identity. Yet to understand
how violence gets folded into sentimentality's egalitarian goals is to recognize, importantly, the deep
entrenchment of aggression in the empathetic structures of liberal, Christian culture in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Love's Whipping Boy:
Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the
American Imaginationis the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Scott Roche:

The book Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Love's Whipping Boy: Violence
and Sentimentality in the American Imagination is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gary Simms:

Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination but
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Colin Rousey:

You will get this Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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