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The hunger strikes of 1980-81 were a confrontation between British Prime Minister Margaret

Thatcher and the iron will of Irish republican prisoners in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, in an

attempt to break the British policy of criminalising paramilitary prisoners. The prisoners’

ultimate demand, to be granted a ‘special category status’ that distinguished them from

other prisoners, led to two hunger strikes. The first, in 1980, ended without success for the

prisoners; the second, led by Bobby Sands, resulted in ten prisoners starving themselves to

death. The consequences of the hunger strikes changed Irish politics and British-Irish relations

forever, beginning the long path to eventual peace with the signing of the Good Friday

Agreement in 1998.

Now, with the release of recently declassified documents, Thomas Hennessey forensically

examines the origins and evolution of the prisons dispute, leading up to the first hunger



strike of 1980, and setting the scene for the final confrontation with the British Government

in 1981. Alongside republican protagonists – Bobby Sands and Gerry Adams – Margaret

Thatcher’s personal role in the hunger strikes is analysed in detail, including her clashes

with Charles Haughey and Garret FitzGerald, and also revealing her authorisation of the

backchannel between MI6 and the IRA. Hennessey also addresses the controversial issues

surrounding the hunger strike, in particular, whether there was a deal on the table that

could have ended the strike in July 1981, and whether it was accepted by the prisoners in

the H-Blocks.

Hunger Strike is the definitive account of one of the seminal events in modern Irish history.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982.
Try to make the book Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 as your friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Madeline Pastrana:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle
with the IRA, 1980-1982 is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jesus Loveless:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's
Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Sherri Ellison:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 when you needed it?
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