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651 was the first Air Observation Post (AOP) Squadron, formed at Old Sarum on August 1 1941 to work
closely with army units in artillery spotting and liaison. It was still part of the RAF but all the pilots, drivers
and signalers were from the Royal Artillery, while the RAF supplied the Adjutant, Engineer Officer and
technicians. It is therefore the premier Army Air Corps squadron.

Its first aircraft were an assortment of Taylorcraft Plus Cs and Ds, three Piper Cubs and a Stinson Voyager.
Then later that year all 651’s aircraft were replaced by the version of the Plus D manufactured by Taylorcraft
in Britain and renamed the Auster I. These were deployed on active service in November 1942, to Algeria
and then Tunisia, as part of Operation Torch. Its main duties were the direction of artillery fire,
reconnaissance and light liaison. By May 1943 Tunisia was under Allied control and 651 moved to Sicily in
support of offensive operations by 8th Army in August. Now equipped with Auster IIIs and flying by night
and day, support was given to XIII Corps on the coast of the island, registering targets and directing counter-
battery fire, including that of Royal Naval warships.

On September 4, it became the first AOP unit to cross the Straits of Messina to participate in the invasion of
Italy, again with 8th Army. In May 1944, the Squadron flew in support of 2nd Polish Corps during the
capture of Monte Cassino, a major obstacle in the advance of Allied forces on Rome.

Throughout the remainder of the war the Auster IVs and Vs of 651 Squadron worked with almost every
division in Italy as they came in and out of the front line. Over the years that followed, 651 Squadron served
in Austria, Palestine on internal security duties (where a landing was made on the aircraft carrier HMS
Ocean in 1947), Eritrea protecting Italian civilians from Shifta bandits, Libya, Iraq during the Persian Oil
Dispute, Egypt patrolling the Canal Zone and Cyprus, where in August 1953 HQ and 1910 Flights were the
first AOP assets to deploy there. Further marks of Auster were introduced, AOP 6s, 9s and T.7s

In 2000 it was selected as the Attack Helicopter Fielding Squadron to bring the Westland Apache AH.1 into
service, in which role it served very successfully for the next three years at Middle Wallop.

Then in 2004 it was all change again with a move to RAF Odiham to operate the Defender AL.1 in the
ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition, and Reconnaissance) support role as part of the Joint
Special Forces Aviation Wing. Since that time it has been continuously engaged in operations.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve First in the Field: 651 Squadron Army
Air Corps will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate
book with you?

Arthur Seaton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like First in the Field: 651 Squadron
Army Air Corps which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Anna Rangel:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This First in the Field: 651 Squadron Army Air Corps
can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Betty Bobbitt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is First in the Field: 651
Squadron Army Air Corps.
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