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At mid-century, Americans increasingly fell in love with characters like Holden Caulfield in Catcher in the
Rye and Marlon Brando's Johnny in The Wild One, musicians like Elvis Presley and Bob Dylan, and activists
like the members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. These emotions enabled some middle-
class whites to cut free of their own histories and identify with those who, while lacking economic, political,
or social privilege, seemed to possess instead vital cultural resources and a depth of feeling not found in
"grey flannel" America.

In this wide-ranging and vividly written cultural history, Grace Elizabeth Hale sheds light on why so many
white middle-class Americans chose to re-imagine themselves as outsiders in the second half of the twentieth
century and explains how this unprecedented shift changed American culture and society. Love for outsiders
launched the politics of both the New Left and the New Right. From the mid-sixties through the eighties, it
flourished in the hippie counterculture, the back-to-the-land movement, the Jesus People movement, and
among fundamentalist and Pentecostal Christians working to position their traditional isolation and
separatism as strengths. It changed the very meaning of "authenticity" and "community."

Ultimately, the romance of the outsider provided a creative resolution to an intractable mid-century cultural
and political conflict-the struggle between the desire for self-determination and autonomy and the desire for
a morally meaningful and authentic life.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled A Nation of
Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in Postwar America? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Bobby Morrison:

This book untitled A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in
Postwar America to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account
to past this book from your list.

Darron Hiller:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this A Nation of
Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in Postwar America.

Robert McCauley:

You can obtain this A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in
Postwar America by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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