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In A Crisis in Confederate Command, Jeffery S. Prushankin scrutinizes the antagonistic relationship between
Confederate general Edmund Kirby Smith and his key subordinate, Richard Taylor. Prushankin offers a
perspective on the events in the Trans-Mississippi through the eyes of these two high-strung men and
analyzes how their clash in personalities and in notions of duty and glory shaped the course of the Civil War.

Smith and Taylor, Prushankin explains, disagreed over how to thwart Federal incursions across Louisiana
and Arkansas. Smith, a West Point graduate and disciple of Joseph E. Johnston, owed a debt to politicians in
Arkansas and Missouri for helping him secure his appointment and so opted for a defensive policy that
favored those states. Taylor, a Louisiana political general who had served his apprenticeship under Stonewall
Jackson, argued for an offensive strike against the enemy. The friction between the two reached a climax at
the Red River Campaign in 1864 when Taylor blatantly disobeyed orders from Smith and attacked Federal
troops. Prushankin shows that what began as a dispute over strategy degenerated into a battle of egos and a
succession of caustic personal attacks that eventually led to Smith’s relieving Taylor from command.

Despite their discord, Prushankin argues, Smith and Taylor produced one of the Confederacy’s greatest
military accomplishments in the Red River campaign victory against a Yankee juggernaut. With his
insightful portraits of Smith and Taylor, use of previously untapped primary sources, and new interpretations
of correspondence from key figures, Prushankin imparts fresh understanding of the psychology of leadership
in the Civil War as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

John Mullen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith,
Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi. Try to face the book A Crisis in Confederate
Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi as your friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Velma Stuart:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this A Crisis in
Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi.

Lisa Bates:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith,
Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi can give you a lot of good friends because by you
looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith,
Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-Mississippi.

Michael Garcia:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirby Smith, Richard Taylor, and the Army of the Trans-
Mississippi. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge



and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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