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“This book provides a theoretical and empirical foundation for the development of new and exciting
pedagogical approaches to the teaching and learning of digital literacies in the earliest years of schooling...
researchers, educators, and policymakers alike ignore its key messages at their peril in the decades ahead.”

—From the Foreword byJackie Marsh, the University of Sheffield, UK

“Play, too often in the past, has been seen as a four-letter word by those who wish to raise academic
standards. Wohlwend shows why this position is untenable and why play is a curricular necessity in
kindergarten and beyond. This is a must read for anyone worried about what parents and administrators will
say about the infusion of play in their curriculum.”

—Jerome C. Harste, Indiana University, Bloomington

Karen Wohlwend provides a new framework for rethinking the boundaries between literacy and play, so that
play itself is viewed as a literacy practice along with reading, writing, and design. Through a variety of
theoretical lenses, the author presents a portrait of literacy play that connects three play groups: the girls and,
importantly, boys, who played with Disney Princess media; “Just Guys” who used design and sports media
to make a boys-only space; and a group of children who played teacher with big books and other school
texts. These young children "play by design"—using play as a literacy to transform the texts that they read,
write, and draw—but also as a tactic to transform their relational identities in the social spaces of peer and
school cultures.

Emphasizing the importance of play despite current high-stakes testing demands, this book:

Provides an argument for re-centering play in early childhood curricula where play functions as a literacy●

in its own right.
Offers cutting-edge analyses and examples of new literacies, popular culture, and multimodal discourses.●

Illustrates how children’s play can both produce and challenge normative discourses regarding ethnicity,●

gender, and sexuality.
Examines the multimodal, multimedia textual practices of young children as they play across tensions●

among popular media, peer relationships, and school literacy.
Features vivid descriptions, examples of young children in action, and photographs.●



Karen E. Wohlwendis an assistant professor in Literacy, Culture, and Language Education at Indiana
University. The research in this book was awarded the 2008 International Reading Association Outstanding
Dissertation Award.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Playing Their Way into Literacies:
Reading, Writing, and Belonging in the Early Childhood Classroom (Language & Literacy) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Ricardo Boddie:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Playing Their
Way into Literacies: Reading, Writing, and Belonging in the Early Childhood Classroom (Language &
Literacy) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Nora Cordova:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Playing Their Way into
Literacies: Reading, Writing, and Belonging in the Early Childhood Classroom (Language & Literacy)
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Donald Fujita:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Playing Their Way into Literacies: Reading, Writing, and Belonging in the
Early Childhood Classroom (Language & Literacy) can make you experience more interested to read.
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