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How is knowledge about religion and religions produced, and how is that knowledge authenticated and
circulated? David Chidester seeks to answer these questions in Empire of Religion, documenting and
analyzing the emergence of a science of comparative religion in Great Britain during the second half of the
nineteenth century and its complex relations to the colonial situation in southern Africa. In the process,
Chidester provides a counterhistory of the academic study of religion, an alternative to standard accounts that
have failed to link the field of comparative religion with either the power relations or the historical
contingencies of the imperial project.

 

In developing a material history of the study of religion, Chidester documents the importance of African
religion, the persistence of the divide between savagery and civilization, and the salience of
mediations—imperial, colonial, and indigenous—in which knowledge about religions was produced. He then
identifies the recurrence of these mediations in a number of case studies, including Friedrich Max Müller’s
dependence on colonial experts, H. Rider Haggard and John Buchan’s fictional accounts of African religion,
and W. E. B. Du Bois’s studies of African religion. By reclaiming these theorists for this history, Chidester
shows that race, rather than theology, was formative in the emerging study of religion in Europe and North
America. Sure to be controversial, Empire of Religion is a major contribution to the field of comparative
religious studies.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion.

Blanche Watson:

Here thing why this particular Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion. It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Empire
of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion in e-book can be your alternative.

Doris Seavey:

The book with title Empire of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion contains a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u
to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Craig Nazario:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Empire
of Religion: Imperialism and Comparative Religion will give you new experience in examining a book.
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