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“This meticulous study is a must read for scholars and graduate students interested in African labor
history and Portuguese colonialism. Those with an interest in (di- amond) mining will take away as
much as those reading for information on forced labor or on the interplay between the Portuguese
colonial state and concessional companies. However, those keen to learn about the rich texture of
workers’ experiences, both on and o the mine, stand to gain the most.” —H-Net

Diamonds in the Rough explores the lives of African laborers on Angola’s diamond mines from the
commencement of operations in 1917 to the colony’s independence from Portugal in 1975. The mines were
owned and operated by the Diamond Company of Angola, or Diamang, which enjoyed exclusive mining and
labor concessions granted by the colonial government. Through these monopolies, the company became the
most profitable enterprise in Portugal’s African empire. After a tumultuous initial period, the company’s
mines and mining encampments experienced a remarkable degree of stability, in striking contrast to the labor
unrest and ethnic conflicts that flared in other regions. Even during the Angolan war for independence
(1961–75), Diamang’s zone of influence remained comparatively untroubled.

Todd Cleveland explains that this unparalleled level of quietude was a product of three factors: African
workers’ high levels of social and occupational commitment, or “professionalism”; the extreme isolation of
the mining installations; and efforts by Diamang to attract and retain scarce laborers through a calculated
paternalism. The company’s offer of decent accommodations and recreational activities, as well as the
presence of women and children, induced reciprocal behavior on the part of the miners, a professionalism
that pervaded both the social and the workplace environments. This disparity between the harshness of the
colonial labor regime elsewhere and the relatively agreeable conditions and attendant professionalism of
employees at Diamang opens up new ways of thinking about how Africans in colonial contexts engaged with
forced labor, mining capital, and ultimately, each other.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Bland:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and
African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial Angola, 1917-1975 (New African Histories). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial
Angola, 1917-1975 (New African Histories). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mary Grubb:

The book Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of
Colonial Angola, 1917-1975 (New African Histories) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Diamonds in the
Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial Angola, 1917-1975
(New African Histories) to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like open up and read a book Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African
Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial Angola, 1917-1975 (New African Histories). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Margaret Morales:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of
Colonial Angola, 1917-1975 (New African Histories).

Mildred Shaw:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just



watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Diamonds in the
Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial Angola, 1917-1975
(New African Histories) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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