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In the early twentieth century, asbestos had a reputation as a lifesaver. In 1960, however, it became known
that even relatively brief exposure to asbestos can cause mesothelioma, a virulent and lethal cancer.

Yet the bulk of the world's asbestos was mined after 1960. Asbestos usage in many countries continued
unabated.

This is the first global history of how the asbestos industry and its allies in government, insurance, and
medicine defended the product throughout the twentieth century. It explains how mining and manufacture
could continue despite overwhelming medical evidence as to the risks. The argument advanced in this book
is that asbestos has proved so enduring because the industry was able to mount a successful defense strategy
for the mineral - a strategy that still operates in some parts of the
world. This defence involved the shaping of the public debate by censoring, and sometimes corrupting,
scientific research, nurturing scientific uncertainty, and using allies in government, insurance, and medicine.

The book also discusses the problems of asbestos in the environment, compensating victims, and the
continued use of asbestos in the developing world. Its global focus shows how asbestos can be seen as a
model for many occupational diseases - indeed for a whole range of hazards produced by industrial societies.
The book is based on a wealth of documentary material gained from legal discovery, supplemented by
evidence from the authors' visits and researches in the US, the UK, Canada, Kazakhstan,
Zimbabwe, Australia, Swaziland, and South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Thomas:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Defending the
Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival suitable to you? The book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos
Industry and its Fight for Survivalis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this
book.

Ray Shippee:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its
Fight for Survival it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Dennis Ramirez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Defending the Indefensible: The
Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Laura Thibodeau:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read



education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for
Survival provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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