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What role has Jewish intellectual culture played in the development of modern Romance literature? Susanne
Zepp seeks to answer this question through an examination of five influential early modern texts written
between 1499 and 1627: Fernando de Rojas's La Celestina, Leone Ebreo's Dialoghi d'amore, the anonymous
tale Lazarillo de Tormes (the first picaresque novel), Montaigne's Essais, and the poetical renditions of the
Bible by João Pinto Delgado. Forced to straddle two cultures and religions, these Iberian conversos (Jews
who converted to Catholicism) prefigured the subjectivity which would come to characterize modernity.

As "New Christians" in an intolerant world, these thinkers worked within the tensions of their historical
context to question norms and dogmas. In the past, scholars have focused on the Jewish origins of such
major figures in literature and philosophy. Through close readings of these texts, Zepp moves the debate
away from the narrow question of the authors' origins to focus on the innovative ways these authors
subverted and transcended traditional genres. She interprets the changes that took place in various literary
genres and works of the period within the broader historical context of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, demonstrating the extent to which the development of early modern subjective consciousness and
its expression in literary works can be explained in part as a universalization of originally Jewish
experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
titled An Early Self: Jewish Belonging in Romance Literature, 1499-1627 (Stanford Studies in Jewish
History and C)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Ella Cook:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer
that question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this An Early Self: Jewish Belonging in
Romance Literature, 1499-1627 (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) to read.

Peter Mullins:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book An Early Self: Jewish Belonging in Romance Literature, 1499-
1627 (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Elizabeth Ramsey:

The book untitled An Early Self: Jewish Belonging in Romance Literature, 1499-1627 (Stanford Studies in
Jewish History and C) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-



site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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