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You probably wouldn’t be reading these words if you hadn’t already discovered Mad Men’s many virtues for
yourself. So you don’t need me to tell you about its masterful storytelling, acting that’s sometimes
spectacularly good and the meticulous period detail that invites you to take a holiday from today’s stifling
standards of political and cultural correctness. Why, then, do you need this little e-book of Mad Men
commentary?

Imagine what you’d get out of a serviceable guidebook you picked up in the middle of your first trip to Paris.
You wouldn’t already be there if you needed a book to tell you that the Eiffel Tower is worth seeing. If it’s a
decent guidebook, however, you might pore over it that night in your hotel room anyway because it deepens
your appreciation of sights you’ve already seen and promises to make you a more discerning sightseer
tomorrow. The reading experience might even be enjoyable in its own right if it evokes any of the pleasure
of seeing pleasurable things for yourself.

Think of this e-book—the first in a series devoted to each Mad Men season—as a guided tour of the
inaugural season of a television series that, like Paris, presents you with more than you can take in on a
single visit. In what follows, you’ll find thirteen short essays, each one devoted to an episode of Mad Men’s
first season, when the show’s creators were laying the narrative foundation that supports the entire dramatic
edifice. I’ve tried, in each case, to put a finger on the episode’s dramatic pulse.

Mad Men aspires to tell a story as wide in scope and as rich in dramatic detail as you might find in a
sprawling novel. At its core, it’s the story of Don Draper. As the Creative Director of a 1960s Madison
Avenue advertising agency, he’s in the business of turning articles of commerce into objects of mass fantasy.
But his most fantastic creation is himself, or rather, that incarnation of himself that goes by the name of “Don
Draper.”

He used to be “Dick Whitman,” the illegitimate son of a dissolute dirt farmer. Through a combination of
fortuitous circumstance, native talent and outsized ambition, he managed to transform himself into a high-
flying advertising executive with another man’s name, a dark secret and a trophy wife who married him
without knowing a thing about his past.

I’ll leave it to you to decide whether that’s the story of an imposter concealing himself or of someone
becoming himself. In either case, we’ve all told other people, and ourselves, enough stories about who we
really are to see something of ourselves in Don Draper.

You can usually plow through even a very long novel quickly enough to keep the pertinent details revealed
in earlier chapters fresh in your mind while you digest later ones. If your memory falters or your perspective
shifts you can always flip back over the pages you’ve already read as a prelude to tackling those you haven’t.

Mad Men comes at you in the form of weekly episodes, grouped into seasonal packages of thirteen spaced
across a currently projected seven television seasons at intervals ranging, so far, from eight to eighteen
months. As a result, you can’t appreciate the nuances of its storytelling without having either a photographic
memory or the leisure periodically to review all of the past seasons in preparation for the next one.



Who has that good a memory or that much time? This e-book, and the series of e-books that will follow it
covering subsequent seasons, are designed to simulate the experience of flipping back over Mad Men’s
pages so that you can savor the pages to come.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Edwards:

This A Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First Season book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific A Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First Season without we know teach the one who studying it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry A Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First
Season can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This A Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First
Season having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Terrie Delgadillo:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled A
Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First Season your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
prior to. The A Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First Season giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain
to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Patricia Steele:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The A
Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First Season will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Tommy Worm:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is referred to as of book A Guided Tour of Mad Men: The First Season. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot
to other place.
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