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"Scripture" is no longer an absolute. In the last two centuries, as Westerners have become more keenly
conscious of the historical character of their own biblical documents, they have also realized the normative
function of scripture in other traditions. W.C. Smith's vastly erudite work asks how it is that certain texts
have so seeped into human life - in a rich, complex and powerful way - as to be deemed sacred. Examining
the history and use of scripture in the world's major religious traditions, he shows how and why scripture
continues to carry momentous and at times appalling power in human affairs. That dynamic instability, that
irrepressible process, and that stubborn pluralism are not simply modern embarrassments to believers.
Rather, for Smith, they provide the essential clues to what "scripture" is. Smith first illustrates, by a
fascinating look at the Song of Songs, how texts have both come into and passed out of their status as
"scripture." He shows how one text has been differently deemed in Judaism and Christianity and strikingly
variously interpreted in different settings and epochs. In ensuing chapters that explore the Jewish, Islamic,
Hindu, Buddhist, and other instances, Smith lays bare the diverse strands of a complex historical process of
scripture and its modern newly self-conscious phase. In the end, Smith's creative proposal is valuable not
only for showing what it means to hold a text as sacred, or to treasure another's scripture, but also for the
light it sheds in a troubled culture on what it means to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Bettie Hentges:

The book What is Scripture? (Political Thought) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book What is Scripture? (Political
Thought)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book What is Scripture? (Political
Thought) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jean Hogue:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them
is this What is Scripture? (Political Thought).

Rose Watkins:

What is Scripture? (Political Thought) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing What is Scripture? (Political Thought) but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
contemplating.

Jodie Jennings:

The book untitled What is Scripture? (Political Thought) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the
new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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