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Essay from the year 2007 in the subject Sociology - Gender Studies, grade: 88%, University of Auckland
(Department of Sociology), course: Family, Women and the State, 24 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Today, a number of medical technologies with varying degrees of accuracy are available
for pregnant women. The most widely used prenatal diagnostic technology is ultrasound. Until the mid 1980s
ultrasound was selectively offered to women with a high-risk pregnancy, but it is now considered a regular
feature of prenatal care that can benefit all pregnant women. The psychological effects of ultrasound on the
pregnancy experience have been widely explored and researchers found, that they are predominantly
positive. However, little has yet been said about sociological aspects of the influence of ultrasound on
women’s pregnancy experiences. Therefore, this essay seeks to explore this topic in a sociological
dimension, in order to answer the question, whether ultrasound is a benefit or a burden in regards to the
pregnancy experiences of women. The essay sheds light on how ultrasound can be used for ‘prenatal’ family
building as it allows the woman to involve her partner and members of the extended family in her pregnancy
experience. The essay goes on to argue, that besides the empowerment of women’s monopoly in family
building strategies by ultrasound, the increased level of medicalisation of pregnancy has disempowering
characteristics. After examining the influences of ultrasound at the women’s status, it will be argued that also
foetal images that have been influenced by ultrasound impact on women’s pregnancy experiences. I will
therefore discuss the ‘prenatal paradox’ of the construction of foetal personhood versus the image of the
foetus as a consumer commodity. The last part of the essay shows how ultrasound influences the medical and
societal view of having a disabled child in a time in which disability can be prevented by induced selective
abortion.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

The particular book The routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences?
will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The routinised
use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Betty Hood:

The reserve untitled The routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy
experiences? is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The routinised use of
ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Adam Cohn:

You can get this The routinised use of ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Fred Nelson:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The routinised use of ultrasound:
Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The routinised use of
ultrasound: Blessing or burden in women's pregnancy experiences? can to be your brand-new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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