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In the tradition of Seabiscuit and The Summer of ’49, a gripping sports narrative that brilliantly tells
the amazing individual stories of the unforgettable athletes who gathered in Mexico City in a year of
dramatic upheaval.

The 1968 Mexico City Olympics reflected the spirit of their revolutionary times. Richard Hoffer’s Something
in the Air captures the turbulence and offbeat heroism of that historic Olympiad, which was as rich in
inspiring moments as it was drenched in political and racial tensions.

Although the basketball star Lew Alcindor decided to boycott, heavyweight boxer George Foreman not only
competed, but waved miniature American flags over his fallen opponents. The sprinters Tommie Smith and
John Carlos became as famous for their raised-fist gestures of protest as their speed on the track. No one was
prepared for Bob Beamon’s long jump, which broke the world’s record by a staggering twenty-two inches.
And then there was Dick Fosbury, the goofball high jumper whose backwards, upside down approach to the
bar (the "Fosbury Flop") baffled his coaches while breaking records. Though Fosbury was his own man, he
was apolitical and easygoing. He didn’t defy authority; he defied gravity.

Witty, insightful, and filled with human drama, Something in the Air mixes Shakespearean complexity with
Hollywood sentimentality, sociopolitical significance, and the exhilarating spectacle of youthful, physical
prowess. It is a powerful, unforgettable tale that will resonate with sports fans and readers of social history
alike.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

Here thing why that Something in the Air: American Passion and Defiance in the 1968 Mexico City
Olympics are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Something in the Air:
American Passion and Defiance in the 1968 Mexico City Olympics giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Something in the
Air: American Passion and Defiance in the 1968 Mexico City Olympics. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Something in the Air:
American Passion and Defiance in the 1968 Mexico City Olympics in e-book can be your alternate.

Georgia Evans:

This book untitled Something in the Air: American Passion and Defiance in the 1968 Mexico City Olympics
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
guide from your list.

John Stevenson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very
own reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But
also they write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this Something in the Air: American Passion and Defiance in the 1968 Mexico City Olympics.

Haydee Todd:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The



Something in the Air: American Passion and Defiance in the 1968 Mexico City Olympics will give you new
experience in looking at a book.
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