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Much of the violence that characterized Reconstruction was directly associated with the Negro militia
movement organized by Radical politicians to support their precarious regimes in Southern states. This book
is the story of that ill-fated movement, a story with important implication for later times.

Most Southern whites did not disguise their hostility toward the governments that were imposed on their
states after Reconstruction entered its Radical phase. and Radical leaders lived in constant fear that this
hostility would flare into open revolt. Organization of a loyal protective force was imperative if they were to
remain in power.

Although planned originally as a defensive force, the Negro militia was quickly used by the Radicals for
such purposes as controlling elections. The resentment of Southern whites resulting from this political
activity was aggravated by crimes of violence, depredations, and minor social offenses committed by some
of the militiamen. However, the white Southerner’s fundamental enmity toward the Negro militia stemmed
from the racial implications of a policy that armed the Negroes and placed them in positions of authority
over white men.

At first, opposition to the Negro militia movement took the form of legal stratagems and other measures
short of force, but the final blow to the Negro militia was dealt by white volunteer rifle companies—
illegal, armed counterforces that were at the very core of the White Line movement. The race riot as a
political technique was born, the most notorious riot occurring at Hamburg, South Carolina, where, the
author states, the policy of “disbandment through extermination” was successfully employed. Disintegration
of the entire movement was inevitable.

“It is ironic,” Singletary states, “that the organization of this protective force, because of its racial
implications, actually aided in the destruction of the very thing it was created to protect.”

Before its publication, Negro Militia and Reconstruction won the Moncado Prize, a cash award made
biennially by the American Military Institute for “the best original book-length manuscript in any field of
United States Military history.”
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Chambers:

The book Negro Militia and Reconstruction can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Negro Militia and Reconstruction? A few of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Negro Militia and Reconstruction has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Theresa Diaz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book Negro Militia and Reconstruction had been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
guide Negro Militia and Reconstruction is not only giving you much more new information but also for
being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book Negro Militia and Reconstruction. You never really
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Richard Hund:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Negro Militia and Reconstruction was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Dennis Utley:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Negro Militia and Reconstruction we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Negro Militia and Reconstruction.
You can more pleasing than now.
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