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In Mystics and Messiahs--the first full account of cults and anti-cult scares in American history--Philip
Jenkins shows that, contrary to popular belief, cults were by no means an invention of the 1960s. In fact,
most of the frightening images and stereotypes surrounding fringe religious movements are traceable to the
mid-nineteenth century when Mormons, Freemasons, and even Catholics were denounced for supposed
ritualistic violence, fraud, and sexual depravity. But America has also been the home of an often hysterical
anti-cult backlash. Jenkins offers an insightful new analysis of why cults arouse such fear and hatred both in
the secular world and in mainstream churches, many of which were themselves originally regarded as cults.
He argues that an accurate historical perspective is urgently needed if we are to avoid the kind of
catastrophic confrontation that occurred in Waco or the ruinous prosecution of imagined Satanic cults that
swept the country in the 1980s.

Without ignoring genuine instances of aberrant behavior, Mystics and Messiahs goes beyond the vast edifice
of myth, distortion, and hype to reveal the true characteristics of religious fringe movements and why they
inspire such fierce antagonism.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie White:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Mystics and Messiahs: Cults and New Religions in
American History. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important some sort of book Mystics and Messiahs: Cults and New Religions in American History. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Louis Trent:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Mystics and Messiahs: Cults and New
Religions in American History book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Joan Ortega:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book Mystics and Messiahs: Cults and New Religions in American History it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book provides high quality.

Shelly Reder:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named
of book Mystics and Messiahs: Cults and New Religions in American History. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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