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Throughout World War II, audiences in the United Kingdom craved entertainment, even during the country’s
darkest days. During this period, actor-manager Donald Wolfit and his theatre troupe toured Great Britain
and Europe—often at great risk. After the war, Wolfit broadened his tour, bringing his brand of
Shakespearean theatre to North American audiences. Wolfit believed that theatre should be accessible to
everyone, regardless of their socioeconomic origins. It was this quality above all that accounted for his huge
popularity throughout the fifteen years of his operation.

In Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit’s Shakespearean Productions 1937–1953, Laurence Raw looks at
this tenacious personality whose determination to serve the nation by performing Shakespeare inspired
audiences and fellow actors.  Drawing on a series of hitherto unpublished materials—including letters and
interviews—this part biography and part social history creates a vivid picture of what life was like for the
touring actor during WWII and beyond. Recreating twelve of Wolfit’s touring dates throughout Great Britain
and North America, this volume also demonstrates theatre’s importance as a source of mass entertainment
and education, as well as a propaganda tool.

Despite Wolfit’s popular appeal at the time, he was doomed to remain on the periphery of the theatrical
establishment. This book contends that Wolfit deserves to be recognized for his efforts in maintaining public
morale during times of stress. Theatre of the People will appeal not only to those interested in drama but also
to students and scholars of history and popular entertainment in the 1940s and 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's
Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suitable book with you?

Rhonda Hoffman:

This Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean
Productions 1937-1953 without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean
Productions 1937-1953 can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Theatre of the People: Donald
Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ellen McNulty:

The particular book Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 has a lot
of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Ricky Bradley:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.
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