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Tracing the religious history of Siler City, North Carolina, Chad E. Seales argues that southern whites
cultivated their own regional brand of American secularism and employed it, alongside public religious
performances, to claim and regulate public spaces. Over the course of the twentieth century, they wielded
secularism to segregate racialized bodies, to challenge local changes resulting from civil rights legislation,
and to respond to the arrival of Latino migrants.
Combining ethnographic and archival sources, Seales studies the themes of industrialization, nationalism,
civility, privatization, and migration through the local history of Siler City; its neighborhood patterns, Fourth
of July parades, Confederate soldiers, minstrel shows, mock weddings, banking practices, police shootings,
Good Friday processions, public protests, and downtown mural displays. Offering a spatial approach to the
study of performative religion, The Secular Spectacle presents a generative narrative of secularism from the
perspective of evangelical Protestants in the American South.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Secular Spectacle: Performing Religion in a
Southern Town will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Gayle Skinner:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Secular Spectacle: Performing Religion in a
Southern Town can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Billie Luster:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Secular Spectacle:
Performing Religion in a Southern Town can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Alexandra Robbins:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Secular Spectacle: Performing Religion in a
Southern Town or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Secular Spectacle: Performing Religion in a Southern Town to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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