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The Tazza Farnese is one of the most admired objects from classical antiquity. A libation bowl carved from
banded agate, it features Medusa's head on its outside and, inside, an assembly of Egyptian gods. For more
than two millennia, these radiant figures have mesmerized emperors and artists, popes and thieves,
merchants and museum goers.

In this, the first book-length account of this renowned masterpiece, Marina Belozerskaya traces its
fascinating journey through history. That it has survived at all is a miracle. The Tazza's origins date back to
Ptolemaic Egypt where it likely enhanced the power and prestige of Cleopatra. After her defeat by Emperor
Augustus, the bowl began an amazing itinerary along many flashpoints in world history. It likely traveled
from Rome to Constantinople. After that city's sack by crusaders in 1204, it returned west to inspire the
classical revival at the court of Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II at Palermo. The Tazza next graced
Tamerlane's court at Samarqand, before becoming an obsession of Renaissance popes and princes. It
witnessed the rediscovery of Pompeii and Herculaneum, the turbulent aftermath of the French Revolution,
and the birth of the modern Italian state. Throughout its journey, the Tazza aroused the lust of Greek, Roman,
Byzantine, and Mongol rulers, consoled a heart-broken duchess, inspired artists including Botticelli and
Raphael, tempted spies and thieves, and drew the ire of a deranged museum guard who nearly destroyed it.
More than a biography of the world's most cherished bowl, Medusa's Gaze is a vivid and delightful voyage
through history.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese
(Emblems of Antiquity). Try to stumble through book Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the
Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Bonnie Fernandez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Medusa's
Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity)? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Janet Smith:

You may get this Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity)
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Edward McCain:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the
Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the
Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
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