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“I’m in a business where people come to me with troubles. Big troubles, little troubles, but always troubles
they don’t want to take to the cops.” That’s Raymond Chandler’s Philip Marlowe, succinctly setting out our
image of the private eye. A no-nonsense loner, working on the margins of society, working in the darkness to
shine a little light.

 

The reality is a little different—but no less fascinating. In The Legendary Detective, John Walton offers a
sweeping history of the American private detective in reality and myth, from the earliest agencies to the
hard-boiled heights of the 1930s and ’40s. Drawing on previously untapped archival accounts of actual
detective work, Walton traces both the growth of major private detective agencies like Pinkerton, which
became powerful bulwarks against social and labor unrest, and the motley, unglamorous work of small-time
operatives. He then goes on to show us how writers like Dashiell Hammett and editors of sensational pulp
magazines like Black Mask embellished on actual experiences and fashioned an image of the PI as a
compelling, even admirable, necessary evil, doing society’s dirty work while adhering to a self-imposed
moral code. Scandals, public investigations, and regulations brought the boom years of private agencies to an
end in the late 1930s, Walton explains, in the process fully cementing the shift from reality to fantasy.

 

Today, as the private detective has long since given way to security services and armed guards, the myth of
the lone PI remains as potent as ever. No fan of crime fiction or American history will want to miss The
Legendary Detective.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sherrer:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Legendary Detective: The Private Eye in Fact and Fiction.

Consuelo Collier:

The actual book The Legendary Detective: The Private Eye in Fact and Fiction will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Legendary Detective: The Private Eye in
Fact and Fiction is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Dennis Bales:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Legendary Detective: The Private
Eye in Fact and Fiction is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Jeffrey Martinez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Legendary Detective: The Private Eye in Fact and
Fiction can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Legendary Detective: The
Private Eye in Fact and Fiction.
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