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This book offers an examination of the role of emancipation in the study and practice of security, focusing on
the issue of environmental change.

The end of the Cold War created a context in which traditional approaches to security could be
systematically questioned. This period also saw a concerted attempt in IR to argue that environmental change
constituted a threat to security. This book argues that such a notion is problematic as it suggests that a
universal definition of security is possible, which prevents a recognition of security as a site of contestation,
in which a range of actors articulate alternative visions of who or what is in need of being secured. If security
is understood and approached in traditional terms - as the territorial preservation of the nation-state from
external threat - then it is indeed difficult to see how environmental issues would benefit from being placed
on states’ security agenda. If, however, security is defined in terms of the emancipation of the most
vulnerable individuals from contingent structural oppressions, then drawing a relationship between
environmental change and security may be beneficial for redressing those environmental issues and
prioritising the needs of those most at risk from the manifestations of global environmental change.

This book takes the limitations of contemporary approaches to the relationship between the environment and
security as its starting point, and seeks to do two things. First, it aims to illustrate the ways in which
arguments over approaches to environmental issues can be viewed as contestation over the meaning of
'security‘ in particular political contexts. Central here is the composition and assumptions of the dominant
security discourse to emerge regarding those issues: a framework of meaning for the most important forms of
action on behalf of a particular group, defining the terms for meaningful contestation and negotiation about
security itself within that group. As such, the book attempts to illustrate the dynamics of competition over the
meaning of security with reference to environmental issues, particularly focusing on instances of political
change in the dominant security discourse through which that issue is approached. In the process the author
points to the central role of these dominant security discourses in underpinning the most practically
significant actions regarding environmental issues such as deforestation and global climate change. The book
employs methodological tools that enable a focus on how particular frameworks of meaning are constituted
and become dominant; how they provide a lens through which various issues are approached; and how
discourses most consistent with redressing environmental change and the suffering of the most vulnerable
might come to provide the framework through which security is viewed in particular contexts.



This book will be of much interest to students of Critical Security Studies, geography, sociology, IR and
Political Science in general.
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From reader reviews:

John Mallery:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is actually Security, the Environment and Emancipation: Contestation over Environmental Change
(PRIO New Security Studies).

Judy Brown:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Security, the Environment and Emancipation: Contestation over Environmental
Change (PRIO New Security Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have
those short spare time problems.

Debra Palacios:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Security, the Environment and
Emancipation: Contestation over Environmental Change (PRIO New Security Studies) is simple to create
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Thomas Obrien:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Security, the Environment and Emancipation:
Contestation over Environmental Change (PRIO New Security Studies) can be the answer, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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