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From before the days of Moses up through the 1960s, slavery was a fact of life in the Middle East. Pagans,
Jews, Christians, and Muslims bought and sold at the slave markets for millennia, trading the human plunder
of wars and slave raids that reached from the Russian steppes to the African jungles. But if the Middle East
was one of the last regions to renounce slavery, how do we account for its--and especially Islam's--image of
racial harmony? How did these long years of slavery affect racial relations? In Race and Slavery in the
Middle East, Bernard Lewis explores these questions and others, examining the history of slavery in law,
social thought, and practice over the last two millennia.

With 24 rare and intriguing full-color illustrations, this fascinating study describes the Middle East's culture
of slavery and the evolution of racial prejudice. Lewis demonstrates how nineteenth century Europeans
mythologized the region as a racial utopia in debating American slavery. Islam, in fact, clearly teaches non-
discrimination, but Lewis shows that prejudice often won out over pious sentiments, as he examines how
Africans were treated, depicted, and thought of from antiquity to the twentieth century.

"If my color were pink, women would love me/But the Lord has marred me with blackness," lamented a
black slave poet in Arabia over a millennium ago--and Lewis deftly draws from these lines and others the
nuances of racial relations over time. Islam, he finds, restricted enslavement and greatly improved the lot of
slaves--who included, until the early twentieth century, some whites--while blacks occasionally rose to
power and renown. But abuses ring throughout the written and visual record, from the horrors of capture to
the castration and high mortality which, along with other causes, have left few blacks in many Middle
Eastern lands, despite centuries of importing African slaves.

Race and Slavery in the Middle East illuminates the legacy of slavery in the region where it lasted longest,
from the days of warrior slaves and palace eunuchs and concubines to the final drive for abolition. Illustrated
with outstanding reproductions of striking artwork, it casts a new light on this critical part of the world, and
on the nature and interrelation of slavery and racial prejudice.
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From reader reviews:

Bridgett Killion:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Race and
Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Tamica Harris:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An
Historical Enquiry is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sylvester Perkins:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Carmen Vasquez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An
Historical Enquiry to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the publication Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical
Enquiry can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of these time.
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