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Adam Seligman, one of our most important social thinkers, continues the incisive critique of modernity he
began in his previously acclaimed The Idea of Civil Society and The Problem of Trust. In this provocative
new work of social philosophy, Seligman evaluates modernity's wager, namely, the gambit to liberate the
modern individual from external social and religious norms by supplanting them with the rational self as its
own moral authority. Yet far from ensuring the freedom of the individual, Seligman argues, "the
fundamentalist doctrine of enlightened reason has called into being its own nemesis" in the forms of ethnic,
racial, and identity politics. Seligman counters that the modern human must recover a notion of authority that
is essentially transcendent, but which extends tolerance to those of other--or no--faiths.

Through its denial of an authority rooted in an experience of transcendence, modernity fails to account for
individual and collective moral action. First, deprived of a sacred source of the self, depictions of moral
action are reduced to motives of self interest. Second, dismissing the sacred leaves the resurgence of
religious movements unexplained.

In this rigorous and imaginative study, Seligman seeks to discover a durable source of moral authority in a
liberalized world. His study of shame, pride, collective guilt, and collective responsibility demonstrates the
mutual relationship between individual responsibility and communal authority. Furthermore, Seligman
restores the indispensable role of religious traditions--as well as the features of those traditions that enhance,
rather than denigrate, tolerance. Sociologists, political theorists, moral philosophers, and intellectual
historians will find Seligman's thesis enlightening, as will anyone concerned with the ethical and religious
foundations of a tolerant society.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Letchworth:

The book Modernity's Wager: Authority, the Self, and Transcendence make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Modernity's
Wager: Authority, the Self, and Transcendence for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like available and read a book Modernity's Wager: Authority, the Self, and Transcendence.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Edith Manning:

The reason? Because this Modernity's Wager: Authority, the Self, and Transcendence is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Carlie Manson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Modernity's Wager: Authority, the Self,
and Transcendence is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Harold Thompson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Modernity's Wager: Authority, the Self, and Transcendence
can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Modernity's Wager: Authority, the Self, and
Transcendence.
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