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"In this comprehensive work that melds practice with theory, the authors join an emerging wave of scholars
emphasizing the cultivation of meaning and purpose as an essential element in holistic student development.
By tackling such topics as the unjust privileging of Christians and the engagement of diverse worldviews, the
authors argue compellingly that student affairs should not forsake its responsibility in creating spaces for all
students to explore their religious, secular, and/or spiritual paths."
--Pamela Crosby, Co-Editor, Journal of College and Character, NASPA

This book addresses religion and secularism as critical and contested elements of college student diversity. It
both examines why and how this topic has become an integral aspect of the field of student affairs, and
considers how scholars and practitioners should engage in the discussion, as well as the extent to which they
should be involved in students’ crises of faith, spiritual struggles, and questions of life purpose.

Part history of the field, part prognostication for the future, the contributing authors discuss how student
affairs has reached this critical juncture in its relationship with religious and secular diversity and why this
development is poised to create lasting change on college campuses.

Section I of this book focuses on the research on spirituality, faith, religion, and life purpose; considers the
evolution of faith development theories from not only Christian perspectives but Muslim, Jewish, atheist and
other secular worldviews; examines the influence of faith frames in students’ daily lives; and addresses the
impact of campus climate for religion/spirituality, as well as the relationship between religious
minority/majority status, on student outcomes. It concludes by tracing the pendulum swing from higher
education’s historical foundation in religion to the science-focused, religion-averse 20th century, and now to
a fragile middle position, in which religious and secular diversity are being seriously considered and
embraced.

Section II analyzes the role professional associations play in advancing the student affairs field’s
commitment to spirituality, faith and life purpose; the degree of support they offer to practitioners as they
examine their own religious and secular identities, and envisages potential new programming, resources, and
networks.

Section III describes a number of programs and services developed by practitioners and faculty members
working in this area on their campuses; synthesizes these developments for an examination of where best
practices stand today; and imagines the future of institutionalizing higher education’s support for students’
explorations of spirituality, faith, religion, and life purpose.

Making Meaning provides a comprehensive resource for student affairs scholars and practitioners seeking to
understand these topics and apply them in their own research and daily work.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Making Meaning: Embracing Spirituality, Faith, Religion, and Life Purpose in Student
Affairs can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Walter Miller:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Making Meaning: Embracing
Spirituality, Faith, Religion, and Life Purpose in Student Affairs is simple to develop you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Barbara Barnes:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Making Meaning:
Embracing Spirituality, Faith, Religion, and Life Purpose in Student Affairs which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Mary Jones:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Making Meaning: Embracing Spirituality, Faith, Religion, and Life Purpose in
Student Affairs we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative
person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life by this book Making Meaning: Embracing Spirituality, Faith, Religion, and Life Purpose in
Student Affairs. You can more inviting than now.
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