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In this wide-ranging and insightful analysis, Stephen Benson proposes a poetics of narrative for
postmodernism by placing new emphasis on the folktale. Postmodernist fictions have evidenced a return to
narrative—to storytelling centered on a sequence of events, rather than a "spiraling" of events as found in
modernism—and recent theorists have described narrative as a "central instance of the human mind." By
characterizing the folktale as a prime embodiment of narrative, Benson relates folktales to many of the
theoretical concerns of postmodernism and provides new insights into the works of major writers who have
used this genre, which includes the subgenre of the fairy tale, in opening narrative up to new possibilities.

Benson begins by examining the key features of folktales: their emphasis on a chain of events rather than
description or consciousness, their emphasis on a self-contained fictional environment rather than realism,
the presence of a storyteller as a self-confessed fabricator, their oral and communal status, and their ever-
changing state, which defies authoritative versions. He traces the interactions between the folktale and Italo
Calvino’s Fiabe Italiane, between selected fictions of John Barth and the Arabian Nights, between the work
of Robert Coover and the subgenre of the fairy tale, and between the "Bluebeard" stories and recent feminist
retellings by Angela Carter and Margaret Atwood. The arguments presented will interest not only folklorists
and scholars of narrative but also readers in fields ranging from comparative literature to feminist theory.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Cycles of Influence: Fiction, Folktale, Theory.
Try to make the book Cycles of Influence: Fiction, Folktale, Theory as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Eula Johnson:

The book Cycles of Influence: Fiction, Folktale, Theory can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Cycles
of Influence: Fiction, Folktale, Theory? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Cycles of Influence: Fiction, Folktale, Theory has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Bessie Kraft:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Cycles of Influence: Fiction, Folktale, Theory will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Sharon Brogdon:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Cycles of Influence: Fiction, Folktale,
Theory or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Cycles of Influence: Fiction, Folktale, Theory to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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