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How old is the universe? How far away are the galaxies and how fast are they travelling away from us? What
is dark matter and why do astronomers think it pervades the universe? How heavy is the vacuum? How do
galaxies form?
Michael Rowan-Robinson answers these and many more questions in a highly original and intriguing way.
He encapsulates our current knowledge (both what we do and don't know) of the origin and the nature of the
universe into nine numbers. These cosmic numbers appear to be independent characteristics of our universe
and include its age, the Hubble constant (a measure of its rate of expression), and the density of matter in the
universe. Only one of the nine numbers is known with real precision,
and four of them only poorly known. The complex ideas that underpin modern cosmology such as the origin
of the elements and quantum theory are explained clearly and accessibly, and more speculative ideas like
inflation and superstrings are also covered, but with a refreshing scepticism. While most
of what we know has been learnt during the 20th century, Rowan-Robinson provides a historical perspective,
paying homage to the achievements of the Greeks, Renaissance astronomers, and the age of Newton. He
ends the book with a look to the future, predicting that with the further space missions we will accurately
know the nine numbers described in this book by the year 2015, but concludes that the origin of the Big
Bang itself will still be a mystery by the end of the twenty-first century, and
perhaps even in the year 3000.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

The book The Nine Numbers of the Cosmos give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Nine Numbers
of the Cosmos to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
guide The Nine Numbers of the Cosmos. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Destiny Hunt:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Nine Numbers of the
Cosmos book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mary Kasten:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Nine Numbers of the
Cosmos is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Jesus Rhode:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The Nine
Numbers of the Cosmos suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The book
untitled The Nine Numbers of the Cosmosis one of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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