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I didn't invite him. The idea was all my father's, my seventy-four-year-old father who had never been outside
America and who suddenly thought that Sri Lanka, where I was a Peace Corps volunteer, would be a jolly
place to visit.

When John Toner, a retired Cleveland judge, decided on a whim in April 1990 to spend a month with his son
in war-torn Sri Lanka, he was as much a stranger to his seventh--and last--child as he was to the hardships of
life in a Third World country. Serendib chronicles the journey that follows as a father and son who had never
been alone together live in close quarters, in the poorest of conditions--and replace awkwardness and
distance with understanding and love.

Along the way are the stories of John learning to eat with his fingers, bathing in a river alongside cows, and
trading his wool trousers for a traditional sarong. We witness his coming face-to-face with a Hindu priest in a
loincloth and his first encounter with the everyday violence of a country at war with itself. John watches with
awe as students learn without computers, books, or even paper; he bonds with Sri Lankan children and
learns, once again, how to give and how to play. Each new experience pushes Toner's father to face his fears-
-and brings him closer to his youngest son.

Serendib offers a colorful, humorous, and touching account of multiple discoveries--of an old man exploring
deep within himself, of a father and son finding each other, and of two cultures coming together on
uncommon ground and awakening to the joy and hope of the life they share.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

The book Serendib has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write
this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Deborah Mele:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Serendib
the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become
one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Serendib giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Louis Ono:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Serendib can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Mildred Timm:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Serendib we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative
person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book Serendib. You can more appealing than now.
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