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This fascinating book discusses the role played by psychoactive mushrooms in the religious rituals of ancient
Greece, Eurasia, and Mesoamerica. R. Gordon Wasson, an internationally known ethnomycologist who was
one of the first to investigate how these mushrooms were venerated and employed by different native
peoples, here joins with three other scholars to discuss the evidence for his discoveries about these fungi,
which he has called enthoegens, or "god generated within."

In the book Wasson describes his quest for the soma plant, which led him to the Middle East and India, to
shamanic rites of Siberia, Mesoamerica, and the United Statess, and to the folklore of Europeans, Bedouins,
and even the Pennsylvania Dutch. Stella Dramrisch details rituals of the putka mushroom, a later substitute
for soma. Jonathan Ott comments on the "disembodied eyes" found on carvings in Mexico and on an ancient
ring from Crete, eyes that he argues are metaphors for the state produced by ingestion of entheogenic
mushrooms. Finally, Carl A. P. Ruck relates a variety of fungi to Greek myth and ritual, focusing in
particular on ergot, a common growth on barley that he feels may have been imbibed at the Eleusinian
Mysteries.

"[This book] is the pious meditation of an inspired devotee, a religious book in the deepest sense, the credo
of a passionate initiate, indeed a convert.....A delightful book to read....[It] may take its rightful place in the
long chain of imaginative meditations on the magic plant of immortality." - Wendy Doniger, Times Literary
Supplement
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

The book Persephone's Quest: Entheogens and the Origins of Religion can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Persephone's Quest: Entheogens and the Origins of Religion? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Persephone's Quest: Entheogens and the Origins of Religion has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Chris Hernandez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Persephone's Quest: Entheogens
and the Origins of Religion book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Ann Mickey:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Persephone's Quest: Entheogens and the Origins of
Religion it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book features high quality.

Marylouise Potter:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book Persephone's Quest: Entheogens and the Origins of Religion we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book



that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Persephone's Quest:
Entheogens and the Origins of Religion. You can more appealing than now.
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