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The concept of the imaginary is pervasive within contemporary thought, yet can be a baffling and often
controversial term. In Imagination and the Imaginary, Kathleen Lennon explores the links between
imagination - regarded as the faculty of creating images or forms - and the imaginary, which links such
imagery with affect or emotion and captures the significance which the world carries for us.

Beginning with an examination of contrasting theories of imagination proposed by Hume and Kant, Lennon
argues that the imaginary is not something in opposition to the real, but the very faculty through which the
world is made real to us. She then turns to the vexed relationship between perception and imagination and,
drawing on Kant, Merleau-Ponty and Sartre, explores some fundamental questions, such as whether there is
a distinction between the perceived and the imagined; the relationship between imagination and creativity;
and the role of the body in perception and imagination. Invoking also Spinoza and Coleridge, Lennon argues
that, far from being a realm of illusion, the imaginary world is our most direct mode of perception. She then
explores the role the imaginary plays in the formation of the self and the social world.

A unique feature of the volume is that it compares and contrasts a philosophical tradition of thinking about
the imagination - running from Kant and Hume to Strawson and John McDowell - with the work of
phenomenological, psychoanalytic, poststructuralist and feminist thinkers such as Merleau-Ponty, Sartre,
Lacan, Castoriadis, Irigaray, Gatens and Lloyd. This makes Imagination and the Imaginary essential reading
for students and scholars working in phenomenology, philosophy of perception, social theory, cultural
studies and aesthetics.

Cover Image: Bronze Bowl with Lace, Ursula Von Rydingsvard, 2014. Courtesy the artist, Galerie Lelong
and Yorkshire Sculpture Park. Photo Jonty Wilde.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Grossi:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Imagination and the Imaginary your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in
a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The
Imagination and the Imaginary giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Luis Morales:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Imagination and the Imaginary is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Rachel Wessels:

You can find this Imagination and the Imaginary by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.

James Pitts:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Imagination and the Imaginary can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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