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When wielded by the white majority, ethnic humor can be used to ridicule and demean marginalized groups.
In the hands of ethnic minorities themselves, ethnic humor can work as a site of community building and
resistance. In nearly all cases, however, ethnic humor can serve as a window through which to examine the
complexities of American race relations. In Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America, David Gillota explores
the ways in which contemporary comic works both reflect and participate in national conversations about
race and ethnicity.

Gillota investigates the manner in which various humorists respond to multiculturalism and the increasing
diversity of the American population. Rather than looking at one or two ethnic groups at a time—as is
common scholarly practice—the book focuses on the interplay between humorists from different ethnic
communities. While some comic texts project a fantasy world in which diverse ethnic characters coexist in a
rarely disputed harmony, others genuinely engage with the complexities and contradictions of multiethnic
America.

The first chapter focuses on African American comedy with a discussion of such humorists as Paul Mooney
and Chris Rock, who tend to reinforce a black/white vision of American race relations. This approach is
contrasted to the comedy of Dave Chappelle, who looks beyond black and white and uses his humor to place
blackness within a much wider multiethnic context.

Chapter 2 concentrates primarily on the Jewish humorists Sarah Silverman, Larry David, and Sacha Baron
Cohen—three artists who use their personas to explore the peculiar position of contemporary Jews who exist
in a middle space between white and other.

In chapter 3, Gillota discusses different humorous constructions of whiteness, from a detailed analysis of
South Park to “Blue Collar Comedy” and the blog Stuff White People Like.

Chapter 4 is focused on the manner in which animated children’s film and the network situation comedy
often project simplified and harmonious visions of diversity. In contrast, chapter 5 considers how many
recent works, such as Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle and the Showtime series Weeds, engage with
diversity in more complex and productive ways.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Fentress:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Ethnic Humor in
Multiethnic America suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic Americais a single of several books that will everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Ann Edwards:

The book with title Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America contains a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Billy Salazar:

The reason? Because this Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

John Hayes:

Beside that Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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