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John Betjeman was by far the most popular poet of the twentieth century; his collected poems sold more than
two million copies. As poet laureate of England, he became a national icon, but behind the public man were
doubts and demons. The poet best known for writing hymns of praise to athletic middle-class girls on the
tennis courts led a tempestuous emotional life. For much of his fifty-year marriage to Penelope Chetwode,
the daughter of a field marshal, Betjeman had a relationship with Elizabeth Cavendish, the daughter of the
Duke of Devonshire and lady-in-waiting to Princess Margaret. Betjeman, a devout Anglican, was tormented
by guilt about the storms this emotional triangle caused.

Betjeman, published to coincide with the hundredth anniversary of the poet's birth, is the first to use fully the
vast archive of personal material relating to his private life, including literally hundreds of letters written by
his wife about their life together and apart. Here too are chronicled his many friendships, ranging from
"Bosie" Douglas to the young satirists of Private Eye, from the Mitford sisters to the Crazy Gang. This is a
celebration of a much-loved poet, a brave campaigner for architecture at risk, and a highly popular public
performer. Betjeman was the classic example of the melancholy clown, whose sadness found its perfect
mood music in the hymns of a poignant Anglicanism.
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From reader reviews:

Susanne Pineda:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Betjeman: A Life. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Betjeman: A Life. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Kathleen Duff:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Betjeman: A Life is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Mary Kasten:

The publication with title Betjeman: A Life posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Christopher Parker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Betjeman: A Life that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick
Betjeman: A Life become your starter.
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