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Autonomy is often said to be the dominant ethical principle in modern bioethics, and it is also important in
law. Respect for autonomy is said to underpin the law of consent, which is theoretically designed to protect
the right of patients to make decisions based on their own values and for their own reasons. The notion that
consent underpins beneficent and lawful medical intervention is deeply rooted in the jurisprudence of
countries throughout the world. However, Autonomy, Consent and the Law challenges the relationship
between consent rules and autonomy, arguing that the very nature of the legal process inhibits its ability to
respect autonomy, specifically in cases where patients argue that their ability to act autonomously has been
reduced or denied as a result of the withholding of information which they would have wanted to receive.

Sheila McLean further argues that the bioethical debate about the true nature of autonomy – while rich and
challenging – has had little if any impact on the law. Using the alleged distinction between the individualistic
and the relational models of autonomy as a template, the author proposes that, while it might be assumed that
the version ostensibly preferred by law – roughly equivalent to the individualistic model – would be
transparently and consistently applied, in fact courts have vacillated between the two to achieve policy-based
objectives. This is highlighted by examination of four specific areas of the law which most readily lend
themselves to consideration of the application of the autonomy principle: namely refusal of life-sustaining
treatment and assisted dying, maternal/foetal issues, genetics and transplantation.

This book will be of great interest to scholars of medical law and bioethics.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

This Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics
Library) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) can bring if you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Valerie Israel:

The feeling that you get from Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) is the
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Autonomy, Consent and the Law
(Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
particular Autonomy, Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) instantly.

Susan Crowell:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Autonomy, Consent and the Law
(Biomedical Law and Ethics Library) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Josephine Draughn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Autonomy,
Consent and the Law (Biomedical Law and Ethics Library).
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