
Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of
Space in Downtown Bangkok

Serhat Ünaldi

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B01EKQLF0S
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B01EKQLF0S
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B01EKQLF0S


Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in
Downtown Bangkok

Serhat Ünaldi

Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok Serhat Ünaldi

In the twilight years of Thailand's ailing King Bhumibol, battles between royalists and their red shirt
opponents are increasing, and the tectonic shifts that lie beneath Thailand's decade-old political crisis have
become increasingly apparent. Serhat Ünaldi's Working towards the Monarchy sheds new light on recent
developments with its bold analysis of urban space in downtown Bangkok: buildings, the author finds, are
abstractions of the complexities that shape Thailand's transformation.

Most criticism of the political role of the Thai monarchy—its deep involvement in Thailand's uneven
capitalist development, Bhumibol's endorsement of military coups and his silent acquiescence to political
violence—has focused on the role of individuals: the king, the royal family, or privy councilors. Ünaldi
departs from such limited intentionalist approaches to show instead just how deeply enmeshed the monarchy
is in Thai society as a whole. He demonstrates how and why Thais from all walks of life drew on royal
charisma to advance their individual aims, in effect "working towards the monarchy." Ünaldi's sociological
analysis of urban space reveals how buildings and spaces have been constructed for political and economic
ends, particularly to shore up the monarchy. For several decades the architecture in central Bangkok has
helped protect the charisma of the monarchy, which dominates landholdings and investments in the area.
Because the sacred aura of the royal family legitimized capitalist expansion and consumerism, it was
defended and enhanced by those Bangkokians who profited from it. Yet politically and geographically
marginalized Thais failed to benefit from this royalist-led capitalist development and eventually found a new
leader, business tycoon-cum-politician Thaksin Shinawatra. When Thaksin's followers turned against royal
charisma and attacked the architecture that represented and supported it, movement away from royal
charismatic authority became a real possibility for the first time.

By combining sociology, political science, architecture, and anthropology, Working towards the Monarchy
offers a unique interdisciplinary approach. It will interest scholars and generalists alike, particularly those
involved in the comparative study of monarchies.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Raminez:

This book untitled Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Lucille Chenier:

The publication with title Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok has
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Phyllis Greenfield:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Working towards the Monarchy: The
Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Steven Jones:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown
Bangkok can make you sense more interested to read.
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