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In 1988 the University of Arkansas Press published Billy Collins’s The Apple That Astonished Paris, his
“first real book of poems,” as he describes it in a new, delightful preface written expressly for this new
printing to help celebrate both the Press’s twenty-fifth anniversary and this book, one of the Press’s all-time
best sellers. In his usual witty and dry style, Collins writes, “I gathered together what I considered my best
poems and threw them in the mail.” After “what seemed like a very long time” Press director Miller
Williams, a poet as well, returned the poems to him in the “familiar self-addressed, stamped envelope.” He
told Collins that there was good work here but that there was work to be done before he’d have a real
collection he and the Press could be proud of: “Williams’s words were more encouragement than I had ever
gotten before and more than enough to inspire me to begin taking my writing more seriously than I had
before.” This collection includes some of Collins’s most anthologized poems, including “Introduction to
Poetry,” “Another Reason Why I Don’t Keep a Gun in the House,” and “Advice to Writers.” Its success over
the years is testament to Collins’s talent as one of our best poets, and as he writes in the preface, “this new
edition . . . is a credit to the sustained vibrancy of the University of Arkansas Press and, I suspect, to the
abiding spirit of its former director, my first editorial father.”
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

The knowledge that you get from The Apple That Astonished Paris: Poems will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but The Apple That Astonished Paris: Poems giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Apple That Astonished Paris:
Poems instantly.

Phillip Permenter:

Precisely why? Because this The Apple That Astonished Paris: Poems is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Stacia Cobb:

This The Apple That Astonished Paris: Poems is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Apple That
Astonished Paris: Poems in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Ralph Wood:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Apple That Astonished Paris: Poems this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some



analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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