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Why did Fonzie hang around with all those high school boys?

Is the overwhelming boy-meets-girl content of popular teen movies, music, books, and TV just a cover for an
undercurrent of same-sex desire? From the 1950s to the present, popular culture has involved teenage boys
falling for, longing over, dreaming about, singing to, and fighting over, teenage girls. But Queering Teen
Culture analyzes more than 200 movies and TV shows to uncover who Frankie Avalon’s character was
really in love with in those beach movies and why Leif Garrett became a teen idol in the 1970s.

In Top 40 songs, teen magazines, movies, TV soap operas and sitcoms, teenagers are defined by their
pubescent “discovery” of the opposite sex, universally and without exception. Queering Teen Culture looks
beyond the litany to find out when adults became so insistent about teenage sexual desire—and why—and
finds evidence of same-sex desire, romantic interactions, and identities that, according to the dominant
ideology, do not and cannot exist. This provocative book examines the careers of male performers whose
teenage roles made them famous (including Ricky Nelson, Pat Boone, Fabian, and James Darren) and
discusses examples of lesbian desire (including I Love Lucy and Laverne and Shirley).

Queering Teen Culture examines:

Ozzie and Harriet, Father Knows Best, and Leave It to Beaver: Were Ricky, Bud, and Wally sufficiently●

straight?
the juvenile delinquent films of the 1950s: Why weren’t the rebel-without-a-cause “bad boys” interested in●

girls?
horror, sci-fi, and zombies from outer space: “Body of a boy! Mind of a monster! Soul of an unearthly●

thing!”
teen idols—pretty, androgynous, and feminine: No wonder they were rumored to be “funny”●

beach movies: She wants to plan their wedding but he wants to surf, sky-dive and go drag racing with the●

guys
Biker-hippies boys of the late 1960s: “I know your scene—don’t think I don’t!”●

the 1950s nostalgia of the 1970s: Why does Fonzie spend all his time with high school boys?●

teen gore: What makes the psycho-killer angry?●

and much more, including Gidget, the Brat Pack, buddy dramas, nerds and “operators,” Saved by the Bell,●

The Real World, and the incredible shrinking teenager

Queering Teen Culture is an essential read for academics working in cultural and gay studies, and for anyone0.
else with an interest in popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Boucher:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Queering Teen Culture: All-American Boys and Same-Sex
Desire in Film and Television.

David Byrd:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Queering Teen Culture: All-
American Boys and Same-Sex Desire in Film and Television is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Heather Vazquez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Queering Teen Culture: All-
American Boys and Same-Sex Desire in Film and Television, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Day:

Beside this kind of Queering Teen Culture: All-American Boys and Same-Sex Desire in Film and Television
in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Queering Teen Culture: All-American Boys and
Same-Sex Desire in Film and Television because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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